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Report Highlights: 

The Democratic Socialist Republic of Sri Lanka’s (Sri Lanka) Ministry of Finance, Economic 

Stabilization and National Policies recently introduced a Special Commodity Levy for three agricultural 

commodities: maize (corn), black gram, and green gram, effective August 18, 2023, for a period of six-

months. The Sri Lankan government notified the new regulation in the Gazette of the Democratic 

Socialist Republic of Sri Lanka – Extraordinary (official gazette) No. 2345/64 on August 17, 2023. The 

introduction of the Special Commodity Levy (SCL) on maize (corn) reduces the import duty assessed on 

corn  from Sri Lankan Rupee (LKR) 75.00 to LKR 25.00 per kilogram. Although the reduction in import 

duties for corn is welcomed by the international trade, U.S.-origin exports will be minimally impacted as 

U.S.-origin corn prices currently are higher compared to Indian-origin ones. 
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DISCLAIMER: The information contained in this report was retrieved from the Sri Lanka Department 

of Government Printing website http://documents.gov.lk/en/exgazette.php. The U.S. Embassy in 

Colombo – Foreign Agricultural Service (FAS) Office of Agricultural Affairs (OAA), USDA and/or the 

U.S. government make no claim of accuracy or authenticity. The Government of the Democratic 

Socialist Republic of Sri Lanka has not officially endorsed this report. Import approval for any product 

is subject to local rules and regulations as interpreted by Sri Lankan officials at the time of product 

entry. [Note: Use Google Chrome to access the links that do not open in Microsoft Edge].  

 

GENERAL INFORMATION 
 

The Democratic Socialist Republic of Sri Lanka’s (Sri Lanka) Ministry of Finance, Economic 

Stabilization and National Policies introduced a Special Commodity Levy for three agricultural 

commodities: maize (corn), black gram, and green gram effective August 18, 2023, for a period of six-

months (see, Appendix I). The Sri Lankan government notified the new regulation in the Gazette of the 

Democratic Socialist Republic of Sri Lanka – Extraordinary (official gazette) No. 2345/64 on August 

17, 2023.  

 

Table 1. Special Commodity Levy for Maize, Black Gram, and Green Gram.  

 H.S. 

Heading 

H.S. 

Code 
Item 

Special Commodity       

Levy 

Existing Import 

Control Measure 

1. 10.05 1005.90 Maize Rs. 25.00 per Kg --- 

2. 07.13  Black gram:   

  0713.31.22 Skinned, whether or 

not split 

Rs. 300.00 per Kg Licensed and 

Temporary Banned 

  0713.31.29 Other Rs. 300.00 per Kg Licensed and 

Temporary Banned 

3. 07.13 0713.31.19 Other - Green gram 

(Moong) 

Rs. 300.00 per Kg Temporary 

Suspended  
Note: USD $ 1.00 to Sri Lankan Rupees (LKR) 326.99 (1 LKR = USD $0.00305819), November 13, 2023. 

 

New Regulation’s Impact on U.S.-Origin Maize (Corn) Exports to Sri Lanka: The introduction of 

the Special Commodity Levy (SCL) on maize (corn) reduces the import duty assessed on corn from Sri 

Lankan Rupee (LKR) 75.00 to LKR 25.00 per kilogram (kg) for a six-month period effective August 18, 

2023. Although the reduction in import duties for corn is welcomed by the international trade, U.S.-

origin exports will be minimally impacted as U.S.-origin corn prices currently are higher compared to 

Indian-origin ones.  

 

Even though the SCLs are applicable also to black gram and green gram, the import of these two 

commodities to Sri Lanka are currently temporary banned (black gram) and temporary suspended (green 

gram) to protect domestic Sri Lankan producers.  

 

  

http://documents.gov.lk/en/exgazette.php
http://documents.gov.lk/files/egz/2023/8/2345-64_E.pdf
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APPENDIX I. SPECIAL COMMODITY LEVY FOR THE MAIZE, BLACK GRAM, 

AND GREEN GRAM 
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Attachments: 

No Attachments. 


